ORIGIN OF ASTROLOGY AND ASTRONOMY        1 1 1

powerful   Both the sun and the Moon are of equal
status and receive light from the Supreme Being. The
Sun's luminosity has the element of Agni or fire, and
is therefore hot and fierce. The moon's luminosity is
covered with the serenity of nectar-like rays, and is
therefore cool and pleasant. Since the Sun and Moon
differ widely in their nature, it is incongrous to say
that the Sun illuminates the moon.

When the world was created, it was totally dark.
According to the Lord's dictum, stars first appeared.
After sometime by His will the Moon appeared and
sometime after that the Sun appeared. So also at the
time of destruction, the Sun vanishes first. The moon
and the stars will stay for some time in darkness
and then vanish. This also supports the factor that
the Moon is not illuminated by the Sun, but is independent.
This also explains the difference in time between the
lunar and solar systems of reckoning.

The Sun, the Moon, and fire are the three eyes
of Ishwara who is therefore called 'three-eyed'. The
scriptures say that the Sun and the Moon are the
eyes for all Daivic powers. While describing the actions
of individuals, it is usual to extrol and to magnify
them. The Puranas speak of the kings of the solar
race and of the lunar race. Sri Rama is the king
of the solar race. Sri Krishna and the Pandavas are
kings of the lunar race. Rama and Sri Krishna are
both incarnations of the supreme Divinity. It is impossible
to say that Sri Rama is the superior of them, and
that Sri Krishna is the inferior "By taking into consideration
all these examples at least, let people reject the foolish
notion that the moon is inferior to the Sun. The Sun
and Moon are both kings."